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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate Pc Reviews we are going to be looking at a newly
released six-channel fan controller, the Sunbeam Rheobus Extreme.

The Rheobus Extreme features an aluminium design, suitable to fit in
5.25” bay, up to 6 fans to be controlled, with a maximum of 30w per

channel, and there’'s more!

Let's take a look...
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Packaging:

The front of the packaging is quite simple looking. The front of the
packaging has the sunbeam logo, the model name, an image of the
controller itself and the feature of it being able to handle 30w per
channel. The rear of the packaging has some more information. The
features of the Rheobus Extreme are listed, as well as its
specifications. One of the two sides shows the controller in use with
its blue glow, the other side shows the possibilities of colour (black or
silver), In this case we have the black version.

Upon Opening:

When opening up the package |
was pleased to see that the fan
controller was securely in place
inside the packaging.
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Specification:

Before we take a further look at the fan controller, here are the
specifications of the Rheobus Extreme, taken from Sunbeam’s
website.

Accessories:
Sunbeam include the following items with the fan controller (which is
also listed on the top of the packaging, so you know what'’s inside:

- Manual/Quick start guide

- X2 RPM signal wires

- X1 Power wire for fan controller

- X2 3pin-to-3pin wires

- X2 4pin-to-3pin wires

- X1 set of four installation screws
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The Rheobus Extreme:

When | first looked at the fan controller the first thing to attract my attention was
the six fairly large heatsinks that are installed on the fan controller to aid with
cooling. The Rheobus Extreme has a brushed black aluminium finish. The front
has a piece of acrylic attached to it. The six dials which control how much voltage
is going to your fans are fairly chunky and feel nice and heavy — which | find
really good as it means there’s quality. After having a look around the fan
controller | managed to find that each dial is lit by two-blue LEDs which I'm told
adjust their level of intensity with the value of the voltage. So if you've got the dial
low, the blue leds output is low and if the dial is high, the blue leds output is high.
| did find that the heatsinks installed on the Rheobus Extreme were a bit wobbly,
some of them were rock solid but some had a little movement to them — | think it
would have been better if a strip of aluminium was placed at the top to ‘key’ in the
heatsinks to prevent any kind of movement at all.

Back to the front of the controller, each dial
has a subtle grey lettering which is located
just slightly under each dial with “LO” and
“HI”. Each dial has a Roman numeral below
it, to show which channel is which. Each dial
has two black circles which allows the user to
see exactly where the position of the dial is
on. The rear of the fan controller, as you
guessed, has six 3-pin connectors on the
back, as well as a 2 pin power connector.
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The Rheobus Extreme (Pictures):
Below are some up close pictures of the Rheobus Extreme.

[View of the heatsinks attached.] [Six 3 pin connectors.]

[2 LEDs behind each dial.] [2-pin power connector.]
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Testing:
To test the Rheobus Extreme we attached 6 random fans of different

sizes and brands to load the controller & tests it output. We used a
digital multimeter to record how much juice was going to our fans. All
6 fans were connected at one time. Results are with 12v from molex
going into the fan controller.

Channel Number “LO” Setting “HI” Setting
1 3.49v 11.49v
2 3.67v 11.49v
3 3.08v 11.46v
4 3.12v 11.47v
5 3.13v 11.46v
6 3.09v 11.47v
“LO” Setting “HI” Setting

Source Voltage = 12.24v Source Voltage = 12.20v




[Sunbeam Rheobus Extreme Review]
[Ultimate Pc Reviews — Paqge 7]

Testing (Continued):

As you can see from above, the average voltage to be delivered on
the lowest setting is 3.26v which for some fans simply isn’t enough to
get them spinning as some need at least 5v to get them going. As
you can see from above, when all the fans were set to “LO” setting
the source voltage was 12.24v. When all of the fans were put onto
the “HI” setting the source voltage dropped to 12.20V.

LEDs Intensity:

Earlier we mentioned that we heard that the Rheobus Extreme’s
LEDs at the front alter their intensity depending on their position on
the dial. Well we heard correct. When the dial(s) are on the “LO”
setting, the LEDs brightness is low. When the dial(s) are on the “HI”
setting, the LEDs brightness is high. Have a look below to see the
difference between the two ends of the intensity.

[All dials on “LO” setting.] [All dials on “HI” setting.]
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Six channel fan control.
Good price (~£20).
Ability to handle 30W per channel.
Attractive look.
Not too bright Blue LEDs behind the control dials.
Cables included to get you started.

cons:
Heatsinks aren’t 100% secure.

Overall | think that Sunbeams Rheobus Extreme is a really good fan
controller. Costing £20, it doesn’t exactly break the bank and | found
it extremely good. The 6 channel fan control has got to be one of its
biggest attractions, nowadays more people are using more than four
fans in their case and its great that Sunbeam have extended this. |
found the brushed black aluminium look very nice, and | personally
like the acrylic that has been attached to the front bezel. The LEDs
behind each dial is a big positive from me, | like stuff like this that
attracts attention — especially when you’ve got friends round it
definitely makes them ask you “Whats that?” | didn’t find the LEDs to
bright, even when at their highest setting.
Sunbeam also include the cables to get
you started, which is good.

The only disappointment | found with
this fan controller is that all of the heatsinks
aren’t 100% secure, some of them were,
some weren’t. This isn’t a major problem but
if you change cases a lot handling it could
possibly lead to damaging the fan controller.

Overall | would like to give the
Rheobus Extreme 9 out of 10 stars.




