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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate PC Reviews we are going to be looking at the
SteelSeries 4H headset, 3H’s older brother. These headphones are
slightly more expensive than the 3H headset, but cheaper than the
5H headset.

Let's take a look at the headset....
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Packaging:

The 4H headset is packaged in the same was as the 3H headset is
packaged. The front of the packaging is transparent, showing the
headset itself. There are various print outs saying “4H” on the
packaging to clearly mark out the model of the headset — most likely
to be useful for when on shelves. The rear of the packaging has a list
of features in 10 different languages — information for gamers all
around the world! There is also an introduction to SteelSeries.

Upon Opening

The headset is very well packaged; it was very hard to get out infact!
It uses two cable ties to secure the headset in place, and there’s
actually quite a lot of fiddling that you need to do in order to get the
headset out which can be annoying when you're excited about new
hardware!
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The 4H Headset:

The headset itself is very well built. The headset looks like it has
more of a quality, more solid build to it compared to the 3H headset.
For example cushion padding has replaced the plastic/leather
padding that is on the 3H headset (around the ears). The top of the
headset also has a cushion padded feel to it to make the headset
more conformable during usage. The 3H edition hasn’t got any
padding it all on the top, they are however still conformable — later on
we’ll see if it makes it more conformable to wear.
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Microphone & 3.5MM Jacks:

The microphone is integrated into the headset — just the same as the
3H edition. This is great, because if you are not using it and you don’t
want it in your way you can simply tuck it away! There are two 3.5mm
jacks, one for audio and one for the microphone.

Volume & Mic Control:

A very nice and useful feature is added here.
Unlike the 3H headset, the 4H headset
includes a little controller which you can
control the volume of the headset and also
turn the microphone to off, medium and high.
The little controller also has a clip which you
can use to attach it to your clothing. This is a
great addition as it saves you having to turn
down the headset/mic via windows — which
can be rather annoying especially whilst
gaming.
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Testing:
We put the 4H headset through the same tests as the 3H headset. To

test these headphones | firstly ran a series of songs from Rock to
RnB and secondly played some typical LAN games. Here is what we

wrote about the 3H headset “I must say that these headphones are simply
amazing. That’s all there is to say really, from such small headphones | was
never expecting my head to be ‘blasted’ off with such bass and amazing sound

quality. | just wasn’t expecting the ‘punch’.” With the 4H headset | have to
admit we were slightly less impressed. Maybe it's because the 3H
headset is small, so we wasn't really expecting any sort of ‘wow’
factor. This time we were slightly less impressed. Don’t get me wrong
they sound amazing, better than the 3H headset infact, we just didn’t
get a wow factor this time probably because these are slightly bigger
looking so our expectations were to be ‘blown’ off again. We did test
the headset the same way as we did with the 3H headset. We played
some LAN popular games; Call of Duty 2 and BF2142, and as
mentioned previously played various types of music through the
headset. The microphone is exactly the same as the 3H headset,
amazing. | found it best to actually have the microphone on high (on
the controller) but its good to have the option to be able to set it lower
in case a program doesn’t allow you to alter the microphone level. As
mentioned earlier on in the review we wanted to see if the added
cushion etc made these headsets more comfortable. Well let me tell
you the answer is a Yes! The extra padding does actually make it
much better. The 3H headset is really really comfortable but the extra
padding is like the icing on the cake.
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Excellent Sound Quality.
Excellent Microphone Quality.
Really attractive, solid build.
Extremely Comfortable
Volume & Microphone Control
Fold-In Microphone

Cons:
None.

Hmm, where to start? These headphones are just excellent to put it
simply and the best headphones | have tested to date (2007). The
sound quality that comes out of this headset really is out of this world.
As for the microphone quality you get crystal clear voice detection
making games a whole lot more fun when you are able to talk tactics
with your team mates! The 4H also includes the volume/microphone
control — which | wish was on the 3H headset because its such a
great little headset. It becomes quite annoying after a while when you
need to go through Windows to alter the volume/microphone
especially during game play. This headset is really comfortable to
wear and also light-weight. As with the 3H headset the fold-in-mic is a
nice addition to the headset and | can see more headsets will use this
feature in the upcoming future. With this headset there are no cons
what-so-ever.

Overall I would like to give the SteelSeries 4H headset 10 out of
10 stars, an Ultimate PC Reviews award.




