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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate PC Reviews we are going to be looking at one of
OCZ'’s flash media devices, the OCZ ATV Turbo. The ATV Turbo is
slightly different compared to the usual flash drives offered on the
market because OCZ claim that it is shock & water resistant.

Let's take a look...
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Packaging:

As with most flash memory sticks they arrive in that standard, off the
shelf type packaging. The front of the packaging shows the actual
memory stick as well as a unique cap holder with the OCZ logo
written on it. The front also has the OCZ & ATV Turbo logo, various
features that the stick offers as well as some ideas as to what to use
the memory stick for. The rear of the packaging has a description of
the ATV Turbo — mentioning how it benefits the consumer.

Upon Opening:

Yup, just like | had imagined the
packaging was hard to open by
hand. So | opted for the scissors
which | had next to me as
backup to successfully open it up
as neat as possible.
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The ATV Turbo:

Well, don’t laugh but when | first
held the ATV Turbo, if anything it
felt like a long, skinny
rubber/eraser. The yellow and
black, in my opinion, gives the
memory stick a really amazing look
to it — definitely an attention
grabber. The contrast of the black
against the yellow is just awesome.

This memory stick will definitely
stand out as most memory sticks tend to be rather plain, one
coloured sticks — then again I'm not exactly suggesting rainbow
coloured USB memory sticks, but you get the idea.

As | mentioned at the beginning the ATV Turbo is extremely soft and
squeegee. It has roughly 0.3mm-0.4mm of soft rubber surrounding
the actual USB stick inside which allows it to absorb any shock and
protect the actual USB. The rubber also seems to be stuck together
which | expect is why it is water resistant as the seal looks extremely
good all-round. I do of course mean resistant to shock & water
providing the USB cap is on the end of the memory stick.
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Installation:
Well to be quite honest as most of you know there is no real actual

installation with flash drives as Windows XP/Vista does it all for you —
within seconds | was able to use the memory stick. However as a first
time plug in | just formatted the USB stick via Windows.

Specifications:
The following specifications were taken from the OCZ Technology

website.
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Testing:
Yep, you've got to agree that

this is the part that you have
been really wanting to see.
Lets see how well the ATV
Turbo performs with file
transfer. Two tests were
completed. The first was
transferring 3 separate files to
the ATV Turbo. The second
was transferring 3 separate
files from the ATV Turbo.
Time taken recorded using a
stopwatch.

From Hard Drive to ATV Turbo:

File Size Time Taken

30MB 2.43 seconds
180MB 13.38 seconds
900MB 1 min 35.51 seconds

From ATV Turbo to Hard Drive:

File Size Time Taken

30MB 1.02 seconds
180MB 5.39 seconds
900MB 28.39 seconds

As you can see, the ATV Turbo is pretty fast!! During testing | noticed
the ATV Turbo has a neat little orange LED activity light which is quite
cool. During testing | did find that it obstructed USB ports situated on
the front of my case. However at the rear of my computer
(motherboard area) it fits just as a normal flash drive would which is a
relief.
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Very fast speeds, fastest usb drive tested to date (Dec,2007)
Great colour combination.
Nice activity light.
Great price costing ~£50.

Cons:
Its thickness so in the way of other USB ports situated on the
front of cases, fine in the rear (motherboard area) however.

The OCZ ATV Turbo is an extremely nice piece of kit. It features
extremely fast speeds — which in today’s day and age are absolutely
essential! It is definitely the fastest USB drive | have tested to date.
The combination of the black and yellow colour used I find extremely
nice looking! The activity light on the USB drive is also a nice addition
— it's actually quite bright for an LED on a USB drive which | found to
be a positive. As for price, | mean 4GB for £50 in my eyes is quite a
bargain — especially for the speed, looks and guarantee that it is
water & shock resistant!

Unfortunately | found one negative with the USB drive
which was when the ATV Turbo is plugged into a USB port on the
front of various cases it gets in the way of other ports, so maybe OCZ
could possibly include a USB extension
cable with the package so it doesn’t stop
the other USB’s from being able to be
used — as mentioned above it fits
perfectly in the rear however if you're
someone who utilises all of your USB
ports on the front of your case on a
regular basis it could be a problem.

Overall | would like to give the
ATV Turbo 9.5 out of 10 stars.




