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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate PC Reviews we are going to be looking at one of
Lian-Li's new cases. The V2110. The Lian Li V2110 is the new
release from its predecessor the Lian Li V2100. The V2110 has many
new features such as a flipped motherboard tray (meaning
motherboards are now upright), liquid cooling support, anti vibration
hard drive mounting design and more.

Let's take a look...
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Packaging:
The front of the packaging shows the V2110 standing tall, along with the

Lian Li logo and model of the case. There is also a slogan on the case
which says “The legend returns.” Which | thought was a very good slogan
and suited for this particular release as the previous series were a really
huge success and really popular among pc enthusiasts. There are also
various features which are ‘bullet pointed’ along with images to show
exactly what the features are. The rear of the case is identical to the front,
to be honest there is no front to the case. The two sides of the packaging
contain specification information (dimensions etc) as well as two images of
the Lian Li V2110 stripped open.

Upon Opening:
As with every Lian Li case, the case is extremely well packed to ensure
that it gets to its destination in mint condition.
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Specification:
The following specification was taken from the Lian Li website.

More information can be found by copying and pasting the following link into your browser
(http://lian-li.com/v2/en/product/product06.php?pr_index=211&cl index=1&sc_index=25&ss_index=61&g=spec).

Accessaories:
Lian Li include the following accessories with the
case:
4x rubber protectors for wheels. [1]
1x set of screws for VGA pillar. [2]
1x set of large plastic holders for VGA pillar.
[3]
1x set of small plastic holders for VGA pillar.
[4]
1x set of grommets, cable ties & cable tidies.
[5]
1x motherboard installation tool. [6]
7x sets of various sized screws. [7]
1x 120mm fan & fan plate. [8]
1x set of keys. [9]
1x 12v motherboard extender. [10]
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[Front Power & Hdd Activity LEDs.]

Lian Li V2110 (External):

When | first laid eyes on the case | thought wow, this is a huge case. | also found
it very... sexy looking. You may be thinking, sexy?! How can a case be sexy
looking? Well | find Lian Li's to be incredibly attractive, the design of pretty much
all of their cases has a simple but nice design which makes me like the look of
them - I'm not really a fan of lights & thermometers showing everywhere etc. The
build quality of Lian Li’s have always been top notch too. Anyway, back onto the
V2110! For the size of this case | was surprised at its weight. The entire case has
a really nice brushed black aluminium finish to it, with some subtle hints of
chrome (screws for panels and the wheels).

[Rear sticker in the middle of PCI slots & ventilation slots.]
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Front:
The front of the case has a door which is a whopping 2.3mm thick! It
has an amazingly high quality feel to it, weighty but not too heavy. It
has a ribbed design, and on the edges it curves into the case rather
than suddenly stopping which helps to blend the door in very nicely |
think.

Upon opening the door reveals 7 visible 5.25” bays, high quality
chrome finished power and reset buttons as well as a 140mm fan
intake. The door also features a lock (keys provided).

All of the 5.25” bay covers have small holes in them to aid
ventilation within the case. However with ventilation comes dust
unfortunately. Fortunately though, Lian Li are ahead of the game
and include dust filters in each individual bay cover, which is great —
because | suppose they could have just made it one big dust filter
but then thought about what about if you want to use a certain few
5.25” bays how would the filter still be usable. The door also has
two thin rubber strips either side of it which touch the case when the
door is shut to minimize, or pretty much eliminate any vibration from
the case transferring onto the front of the door.

[Mesh holes for ventilation in 5.25 bay covers.] [Huge 140mm intake fan.] [High quality chrome finished
power & reset buttons.]

[Rubber Trimming on Front Door.] [View from top, high quality door design.] [Look down of the front panel with door open.]
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Top of the case:
On the top of the case is a little flap, which has the Lian
Li logo stuck onto it. The flap reveals:
- 1x e-SATA.

1x Firewire.

4x USB 2.0.

1x Microphone Port.

1x Audio Port.

[Front Flap, USB, Firewire etc ports.]

At the very end of the top section of the case there are two holes (~1/2") which are removable (they are
supported by 2 screws each) which have been made to allow users that water cool their computers to
position the radiator for example on top of their case, and Lian Li have done this so that the user will not
have to necessarily modify the computer case.

Underside of the case:

The underside of the case features two Lian Li, high quality wheels which have a chrome finish. I think this
is a really nice touch to the overall colour of the case — it goes really well against the black. The wheel set
at the rear of the case has a level, which is used to lock/unlock the rear wheels from moving.

Rear:

The rear of the case is similar to most cases, but it is a bit different. First of all the power unit is situated at
the bottom of the case (which isn’t as rare as it used to be). There are ventilation slows to the right of the
PCI area and a 120mm fan with speed adjustment just directly above the rear exhaust fan. There is also a
PSU plate at the bottom which gives you the option to change which side/position your PSU is located.

[1/2” Holes for water-cooling tubing.] [Rear of case.]

[High quality chrome wheels.]
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Lian Li V2110 (Internal):

First of all, getting inside the case was a fairly easy task, but
it's different from normal cases (although the same as the
previous model, V2100). Rather than having to remove two
thumbscrews to gain access to the inside for the V2110 you
only need to unscrew one, which is positioned at the top. The
way the panel is secured is very good I think. To unlock the
panel the thumbscrew at the top needs to be un-screwed, the
screw doesn’t come out though — which is great if you're often
loosing screws! Once you've unscrewed it, it is a matter of
pulling out the ‘lever’ to release the panel, and then just
remove the panel as you would normally. Pretty sweet huh?
Hmm... well | thought so anyway!

The side panels on the Lian Li V2110 are incredibly high
quality (well to be honest, this entire case just screams out high
quality). The panels are 2mm thick. Both the side panel and
off-side panel have been pre-fitted from Lian Li with sound
absorption foam which is great and shows that Lian Li have
really thought how to keep noise and vibration levels as low as
possible.

So finally, I've managed to get inside this
beast of a case. The V2110 has almost the
same layout as its younger brother (and the
VV2000) however everything has basically
been flipped. Motherboards now face upwards
(how they are usually mounted) rather than
downwards. The case has basically two
areas, the bottom section and the top section.
You could call them chambers basically — the
bottom area heat is to only affect the bottom
and vice versa.
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Area One: Motherboard area, 5.25” Devices:

This area is basically where the motherboard gets installed, along with the
processor, ram, graphics card etc. This area does have one exhaust fan, but no
intake fan that is situated directly in this area. This is a shame that there is no
pre-made 5.25” device for 120mm included so that a intake fan can be fitted if
needed, directly onto the front (replacing the 5.25” covers). There are seven
5.25” bays available, and as you can see a VGA pillar comes pre-installed, this
allows large graphics cards to be supported and prevents them from bending. In
the accessory pack a 120mm fan is included with a bracket, which can be
attached to the top of the VGA pillar, which allows cool air to be blown onto the
RAM/CPU/Chipset area.

Area Two: Power supply, Hard drive area:

This area (or chamber as 1 like to think of it) is where the hard drives and power
unit is placed. The V2110 can have a total of 8 3.5” devices installed, and if
additional hard drives are required Lian Li manufacturer bay converters so you
would be able to use 5.25” for 3.5” devices if you wanted to. There is an intake
fan for this area for the hard drives which is 140mm. There is no exhaust,
however when the PSU is installed that will act as the exhaust for the ‘chamber’.
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[120mm Exhaust fan.] [140mm Intake fan.]

Cooling:

Lian Li include two fans with the V2110. One 120mm for exhaust in the top area
and a huge 150mm for intake in the bottom area. Usually the fans included with
Lian Li cases aren’t too loud so I’'m hoping this large 140mm fan isn’t. However |
don’t believe it will be, as Lian Li have gone as far as soundproofing the side
panels etc, so | doubt they would just put in a ear screaming fan with the case.

Installation:

5.25” Device:

Incredibly easy to do, and basically the same as any other computer case on the market (providing they
haven’t got their own design going on.) To install a CD drive for example, all you need to do is remove the
5.25” bay cover (same with any other Lian Li, this bay cover just has a filter) then slide in the drive and
align the holes to ensure the drive is flush with the front of the case — then screw it in.

3.25” Device:

Lian Li have a really nice method of installing hard drives. Rather
than installing a hard drive traditionally and allowing the hard drive
to potentially vibrate — Lian Li have created. Lian Li have included
some ‘special’ screws with the case which allow you to install your
hard drive correctly into this cage. First of all you need to screw
the screws into the hard drive, you then need to place rubber
grommets on the screws. This is where the potential vibrations of
the hard drive are ‘released’ to, in order to ensure minimal
vibration. Once you've managed that it's just a matter of sliding the
drive into the cage until it ‘locks’ into place. This is also great if you
are inside your case a lot, because you don’t have to unscrew the
hard drives — just slide them in and out!
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Motherboard:
The installation of a motherboard with this case is such a breeze. Lian Li have made a motherboard tray
which if you hadn’t already guessed is a tray where the motherboard lays!

To remove the motherboard tray there are two screws at the back of the case that need to be removed —
once this is done the motherboard tray needs to be slided toward the opposite end (screws are in the
case to secure tray, when the tray is slided toward the opposite end the tray is then ‘unlocked’ and can be
removed. (Steps; 1,2,3,4)

| find a removable tray much better, because when you have a lot of hardware and wires it can get quite
frustrating! Once you've removed the tray, installation is a matter of screwing in the stand-offs using Lian
Li's useful motherboard tool in the correct positions and then a matter of securing the motherboard tray
using the screws provided.
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Testing:
We wanted to see how well this case

could keep our components cool. So,
the following hardware was
installed... Intel E6600, Gigabyte
DS4, Crucial 2GB 6400, NVIDIA
8800GTS.

Several programs were then ran
such as: Battlefield 2, Battlefield
2142, Call of duty 4, Crysis, Sp2004
& Prime 95 (individually). In order to
see the highest temperature the
case areas reached.

Temperatures were recorded using a digital thermometer. The highest

temperature recorded is placed in the table. Idle testing was during windows,
load testing during the tests of each program which were run individually.

Idle () Load ()
CPU Area 29.5T 34.5T
GPU Area 30.5T 35.5TC
HDD Area 25T 26T

[Ambient = 23.5C]

After the tests were completed | have got to say that | was impressed with the
140mm fan, however it was expected due to Lian Li going extreme lengths in
sound dampening any possible vibrations. The fan was really quiet, even at full
speed. The rear 120mm fan was not too loud either, however it was slightly

louder.
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Extremely well packed.
Insanely high quality (Internal & External).
Sound absorption features; side panel & front
door.
5.25” bay covers, with ventilation holes & filters.
Removable motherboard tray.
Pre-done removable water-cooling holes.
High quality, chrome wheels.

Cons:
Price tag ~ £220.

Overall | found the new Lian Li V2110 to be an amazing case to review. From the
moment | opened the box, there was that typical Lian Li packaging — the case
sandwiched in two thick pieces of foam and a thick blue tinted bag. After taking
the case out of its ‘travelling clothes’ | spent a few moments looking around the
entire case, admiring the quality and incredible attention to detail. As | started to
make my way through the case, | found it quite hard to find anything negative
about it — and | was basically trying to see if | could find anything bad! The
attention and thought that Lian Li have towards to their consumers is amazing,
one example being that they know how much some people try to keep their case
noise levels to an absolute minimum — so what to they do? They install sound
absorption foam on both of the side panels, and even give the front door two
thick long strips of rubber to prevent the door from vibrating. Lian Li knew that air
needs to be drawn in from the outside of the case, so they put ventilation holes in
the 5.25” bay covers. However with that of course is pain in the rear dust that
makes enthusiasts extremely annoyed when a layer of dust is over our new
hardware. So with this in mind, Lian Li include dust filters on each and every
5.25” bay cover which slightly reduces the amount of air allowed to be taken in,
but pretty much stops the intake of dust in the system. | found the motherboard
tray to be extremely useful with this case, even though its so big you can quite
easily install your computer without removing it and still have plenty of space. As
water-cooling is becoming more popular all the time, Lian Li have cut out some
%" holes for water-cooling tubing — however they know that not everyone has
water-cooling. So they made ‘plates’ for the holes which can be removed if you
want to use the holes, and installed if you do not. Lastly | was impressed with the
high quality wheels that are installed on this case, not only do they give the ‘icing
on the cake’ for the cases appearance, they come in extremely handy when
moving around your PC.
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Conclusion (Cont.):
Now its time for the negative points of the case, and to be honest they are not negative —
but they can’t be put in with the positives! First of all, high quality that this case provides
doesn’t come cheap. You get what you pay for springs right to mind. This case will set
the consumer back approximately £220. That's a lot of money for a case! However,
enthusiasts will understand that by purchasing this case, you are basically owning the
Rolls Royce of cases — it'll last years of upgrades to come, and be extremely future proof
— especially to those graphics cards which seem to get larger and larger with every
release! Secondly, the cooling could be better | think. By better, | don’t mean that the
case needs a re-design because the chambers are no good. They are excellent. The
problem is the lack of intake fan for the top chamber — where all the main components
are kept. | would recommend trying to purchase a 5.25” bay 120mm fan — Lian Li do this,
but it is for hard drives to be placed inside, however it will do a good job if you just don’t
install the hard drives. The cooling in the case without a 120mm fan is ok — but by
installing a 120mm intake it will help to improve airflow within the case and keep your
components cool.

Despite its slight negatives, | would like to proudly give this case a well deserved
10 out of 10 stars Ultimate PC Reviews Award.




