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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate Pc Reviews , Lian Li have kindly sent us the PC-
AO01 to review. Lian Li have been manufacturing computer cases for
many years now and are well known for their high quality chassis.
Lian Li are one of few manufacturers who offer clean, simple yet
extremely attractive and sleek designs using aluminium throughout
their cases.

Let's take a look at the PC-AO1...
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Packaging:

The PC-A01 comes packaged in a fairly small box, as the case has
been made for m-ATX (Micro ATX) motherboards. The front of the
box has lots of pictures of the features on the case and there is a
picture of the two colours that are available in this case. The rear of
the case is identical to the front. The two sides are identical too,
showing its cooling abilities as well as specifications such as
dimensions, etc. The box itself has a carry handle which is great to
move it about, and being an aluminium case the box isn’t heavy at all.

Accessories:
Lian Li include the following
accessories:
Installation Guide
Bags of screws
Speaker (for motherboard)
Standoff Tool
Cable Ties & Cable holder.
Print out showing all
available Lian Li models.
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Upon Opening:

Upon Opening | had noticed that the PC-A01 had been packaged
very well. The case itself was protected in a plastic, blue tinted
transparent bag and it had been packed with thick foam blocks to
prevent any damage during transit/on the shelves.

Specification:
The specs below were taken from Lian-Li's website.
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[Case Laying Flat, Option 1 of 2.] i ) ,
[Case Standing Upright, Option 2 of 2.]

The Pc-A01:

After having removed the plastic bag that was protecting the case |
was amazed at the look of the Lian Li. | haven’t had a Lian Li since
the Pc65 days (which was quite a while ago!) and I've got to say the
appearance of this case is just amazing. Nowadays it’s pretty hard to
find cases like these, where quality is actually a thought during the
manufacturing process — rather than just a quick, low quality case.

The black brushed aluminium throughout the panels makes the
case look fantastic. It has such a simple, yet so attractive look to it. |
would expect that the majority of people are looking to purchase this
case for a Home Theatre PC — this would look absolutely stunning
and fit right in with the entire setup.

You are able to remove both motherboard side and non-
motherboard side panels which makes installation a whole lot easier.
The panels themselves are fairly thick pieces of aluminium.
Removing a panel is really easy, just by un-screwing a thumbscrew
and pulling a ‘rail’ it un-hooks the side panel from the case and you
are able to gently pull it towards yourself to remove it.

Below you will be able to see various features of the case, such
as the optional 80mm fan mount, the optional rubber feet (which are
included) as well as the washable air filter which is directly above the
CPU area to minimize any dust intake, the high quality power buttons
as well as the front ports.
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The PC-A01 Continued:
Below are a few pictures of the case, and of some of its features.

[Brushed Aluminium Finish.] [Front Ports.]

[Washable Air Filter, Above CPU Area.] [Optional 80mm mount, for additional airflow.]

[Optional Rubber Feet (Included).] [Power & Reset Buttons.]
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[Overall Shot, with 5.25” cage installed.] [1 of 4 screws to remove on 5.25” cage.]

Installation, Part 1:

By looking at the picture on the right you have probably taken a
second look and thought “How do you install a motherboard?” Well its
actually quite simple, Lian Li have provided a removable 5.25” cage
which unscrews by 4 screws and can be completely removed — giving
full access to the motherboard area.

Inside the removable 5.25” cage is an aluminium plate. That
can be changed for either AMD or Intel’'s heatsinks. The Intel plate is
shaped round to match the stock heatsink, and the AMD is shaped
square to match their stock heatsink. If you have an after-market
cooler and do not have a stock cooler then you can simply remove
the plate.

[Intel Plate.] [AMD Plate.]
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Installation, Part 2:

3.5” Install:

Installing hard drives was very easy indeed. The 3.5”
cage can be removed, simply by unscrewing 4 screws
(2 either side of the cage). Once removed, simply
install the hard drive with the screws Lian Li provide.
The same goes for any 3.5” device.

5.25” Install:

This installation has got to be one of the best, easiest
and quickest CD-rom installations | have come across.
All you need to do is remove the 5.25” blanking plate,
slide in the cd-rom and pull the plastic handle outward
until the cd-rom front is aligned with the cases front.
Very simple, and quick!

Motherboard Install:

Again this was pretty much standard, and a breeze.
Install the motherboard standoffs using Lian Li's
included tool which helps to secure the stand offs to
the case. Once installed remove the rear motherboard
plate, put in the one that came with your motherboard
and place the motherboard inside and screw it down.

PSU Install:

PSU install was extremely quick, basically a pickup
and place job. Simply pick up the power supply, place
it in the correct spot, and simply tighten the power
supply in its place to the case.
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Cooling:
There are quite a few air vents placed in several parts of the case,

but only room for 1 80mm fan (which is optional). | personally would
suggest placing a 80mm fan inside the case no matter how cool the
pc runs, just so that there is some sort of airflow throughout the case.
Even if you had it on a fan controller at the lowest setting that would
be better than nothing.

Testing:
After installing one of my spare machines into this Lian Li | am happy

to say that my CPU temperatures dropped approximately 3-4t¢ from
my old no-brand case. This case seems to have a unique design and
specially placed ventilation holes which have been tested and are
positioned in the best place for heat dissipation.

Case Temperature (C)

Without 80OMM Installed 27<C

With 80MM Installed (At Slow Speed) 25T
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Fits in with a Home Theatre system very well.
Attractive brushed aluminium finish.
Great cooling/thermal management.
Ease of installation.
Utilised Space.

Cons:
None.

Overall the PC-AO01 is a really nice case. | personally would say that
this case is a must buy for anyone considering to build a HTPC.,
However this is still perfectly fine to use as a normal pc.
The quality throughout the
case is amazing, internally and
externally everything has a ‘solid’
feel to it.
It has a very good thermal
design which is great as it'll keep
your hardware nice and cool —
whilst remaining silent. Everywhere
in the case has been utilised, but
there isn’t anything that's sacrificed
— this shows that the design of this
case has been thought out very
well.
Overall | would like to give the
PC-A01 10 out of 10 stars, an
Ultimate Pc Reviews award.




