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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate PC Reviews we are going to be looking at
Crucial’'s DDR2 2GB memory kit, the PC2-5300. The kit that Crucial
have sent us is a 2GB kit, which consist of two 1GB matched sticks.
Crucial have been manufacturing memory for a very long time now,
they have a great, solid reputation on having excellent stable, reliable
memory. We've heard a lot on this kit, particularly its overclockability.

Let’s see how it stacks up....
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[Packaging — View 1.] [Packaging — View 2.]

Packaging:

These Crucial sticks don’t come in any fancy packaging, its basically
just a cardboard container to hold in the memory sticks to ensure that
they arrive safely at the destination. The cardboard is fairly thick,
which is a good sign as we wouldn’t want brand new RAM sticks
snapped by delivery services! Upon opening | found the two 1GB
DDR2 memory sticks just sitting there waiting for the anti-static seal
to be opened! As you can see Crucial include a mini-quick start guide
so you can successfully install your new RAM.

[Packaging — Upon Opening.]
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The Crucial DDR2 PC2-5300:

After opening each of the memory modules and placing them on
some paper to inspect them | found them quite basic looking. These
memory sticks do not have any heatsinks, heatpipes etc. They're
giving me that plain impression. Anyway it's not really about looks
when it comes down to RAM, its all about performance | say. | have
included a few pictures below so that you can see some images of
this ram from various angles.

[Memory Sticks — Overall View 1.] [Memory Sticks — Overall View 2.]

[Memory Sticks — Close Up .] [Memory chips on memory sticks.]
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Installation:

Obviously | know how to
install memory modules
anyway, but | thought I'd
have a read of the manual to
see what's inside. Its okay,
Crucial give you step by step
instructions of what you
need to do in order to
successfully install your
RAM modules. | can imagine
a new comer finding this
manual easy to follow and
have their RAM setup in no-
time!

Specification:

[Crucial’s Memory Installation Guide, written in several languages.]

The following specifications were taken from the Crucial website.

Module Size 2GB Kit (1GB x 2)
Package 240-pin DIMM
Feature DDR2 PC2-5300
Specs DDR2 PC2-5300
CL 5

Unbuffered? Yes

Non-ECC? Yes

Voltage 1.8v

Memory Chip Component Config

128Meg x 64
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Testing:
Once we had the ram installed it was

time for some resting in our system! |
managed to successfully boot straight
away after installing the ram and found
myself testing the ram for a few hours
playing multiple games to ensure
everything was working fine. As |
mentioned earlier in the introduction
we've heard quite a lot about the
overclockability on these ram sticks,
so | decided to have a go and see
what these can do.

[Memory Sticks In Action.]

The program used to determine the memory read/write/copy speeds
is Everest Ultimate Edition. Firstly | will show the table of how these
performed at stock (667MHz, 5-5-5-15, 1.8V). Then | will show you
how these performed at Overclocked settings (1000MHz, 5-5-5-15,

2.1V)

1] Crucial 2GB DDR2, PC2-5300, 667MHz, 5-5-5-15, 1 .8v:
Memory Read 5408MB/s
Memory Write 4789 MB/s
Memory Copy 4448 MB/s

CPU-Z 1.44: Picture of Crucial
Memory at Stock settings.
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Testing (Overclocking):

PLEASE NOTE:

Ultimate PC Reviews are highly qualified in the use of computer

components. We have many years experience with computer hardware.
WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND YOU DO NOT ATTEMPT TO
OVERCLOCK.

By overclocking it will void your warranty, and potentially damage you r
RAM.

Ultimate PC accepts no liability/responsibility for any damage you
may do to your computer hardware.

2] Crucial 2GB DDR2, PC2-5300, 1000MHz, 5-5-5-15, 2.1v:

Memory Read 8069 MB/s
Memory Write 7875 MB/s
Memory Copy 6721 MB/s

As you can see from the table above, the comparison between the
stock result we achieved and the overclocking result is pretty much
almost double all-round. The overclockability of these sticks are just
jaw-dropping.

CPU-Z 1.44: Picture of Crucial
Memory at Overclocked settings.
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Excellent value for money.
Great for overclocking.

cons:
None.

What can | say, really? These ram modules are mind-blowing to

be quite honest with you. | mean the value for money on these *

RAM modules are excellent, | doubt you would get much better e e
value for money than this — they’re great value with just being at encourage you to
stock settings but if you're an experienced user and you know gﬁ;‘;‘fﬁ'; we
how to overclock then these are even more of a bargain!* liability/responsibility

for any damage you

| found no cons what so ever with these RAM modules. may do to your
Overall | would like to give this 10 out of 10 stars, an Ultimate PC | computer hardware

should you decide

Reviews Award. to.




