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Introduction:

The Antec Nine Hundred has been long waited for by the
computer enthusiasts. The rumours of the 200MM fan got a
lot of people hyped up, and it hasn’t turned out to be a
rumour — there is indeed a whooping 200mm fan at the top
of the case providing an ultimate case cooling solution.

Let’'s take a look at the Antec 900 and see if it really is the
ultimate case cooling solution...
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Packaqging:

The Antec 900 arrives in a very attractive box. The front of
the box highlights the 200mm fan slyly in the background.
The case is spotlighted — giving it the exclusive, different
Image. On the rear of the packaging there are several
different angles of the case, along with various specifications
of the case.

Upon Opening:

As with all Antec products that |
have reviewed in the past, every
single product comes very well
packaged. The case came
backed in a transparent plastic
bag, along with two really thick
pieces of polystyrene ensuring
that your brand new case will get
delivered to you in A+ condition.
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First Impressions:

After lifting the case out of the
box and removing the packaging
the first thing that caught my eye
was the massive 200mm fan.
My jaw dropped and it
immediately got me thinking
“Wow this is going to be one
cool case” (pun intended!). The
paint finish of the case is also
very good.
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Accessories:
Included (as with any
case) are the manual
and an accessories
box. Included in the
box is:

- A rubber mat

(will have more

detail further down
in the review)

Floppy Drive
Mount & Cover
2 Bags of
various sized
SCrews.

Specifications:
The below specifications are taken from Antec’s website.
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Antec 900:

After taking of the side panel by
removing the two thumbscrews
| found that the panel wasn’t
very strong. | don’t know if it is
just my case that | have
received but the panel was very
‘wobbly’ but seemed ok once it
was on the case itself.

The case internals are fairly

small, there isn’t a removable

motherboard tray unfortunately

but if you're installing your

motherboard before installing all your hard drives and optical drives
you will be fine.

Installation of the Optical Drives is very easy. Simply remove the
drive cover, slot in your drive and match up with the screws on either
side of the bay. Hard drives will also be a breeze, simply take out the
whole bay install using the screws provided, and screw it back into
the case.

There are two 3.5 bays, which hold 3
hard drives/fan controllers each. They
both have a 120mm Antec Blue L.E.D fan
on the front of them to allow cool air to
pass through the hard drives. You are
able to move the bays around so they're
not together, or whatever preference you
have. With the two bays installed there is
a remainder of 3 slots to be used for 5.25”
drives. You can of course only use one
3.5” bay and have space for 6 5.25”
drives, or take the remaining bay out and
allow yourself 9, 5.25” slots for your optical drives.
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Cooling:
The Antec 900 can have a total of 6 fans (4 are included):

Front 120MM in 3.5” Bay.

Front 120MM in 3.5” Bay & 120mm On the Rear of the
bay.

120MM in Side Panel (Optional, fan not included).
120MM in Rear as Exhaust.

200MM in the top as Exhaust.

Fan Specifications:
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Cooling Continued:

With the three 120mm fans,

and the 200mm fan on the

low setting is was

amazingly quiet. | really like

the specification of the

huge 200mm fan because

at such a low speed it still

manages to push 83CFM,

whilst the 120mm’s push

39CFM at the same dBA.

Moving it up so that all fans

were on medium you can

slightly hear the noise level increase, but not by much. Once
| had switched all the fans on high — that's where you can tell
that your pc is definitely on. Personally | wouldn’t have it on
the highest setting as it really is quiet loud — certainly above
my preference. My recommendation would be to have all the
fans on the Medium setting.

Temperature Results:

Whilst using this case |
recorded the following
temperature results...(with all
fans on medium setting, in idle
mode..)

Ambient: 21c
CPU...32c
Northbridge... 39c
Graphics...46¢
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Side Panel Fan Application:
The application of the
120mm fan that is optional to
add to the case is very easy
to install.

Simply make sure you've got
the fan blowing air in the
right direction (depending if
you want the side panel to
act as an exhaust/intake)
and literally ‘pop’ it in and it
will fit nice and secure — and
that’s your side panel
120mm installed!

Easy Access Ports:
The position of
these ports on the
case is really
good. | think it's
the best position
I've ever seenin a
case as it’'s at an
angle and facing
up to you. All the
usual ports are
there: Power,
Reset, Audio,
Microphone,
Firewire, and USB
2.0
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Storage Tray:

The Antec 900 has a top storage tray. This is where the
rubber mat slots in (mentioned above in accessories part of
the review.) It can hold pretty much anything you want as it
has a really firm grip, also good for placing computer
accessories such as USB storage devices, camera, keys
etc.

A special note included from Antec in the manual:

“The Nine Hundred comes with a top storage tray. Antec does not
recommend that users put any liquid-containing items (drinks,
candles, coffee, perfume, etc.) in this area. Feel free to put your
personal media player, digital camera, keys, coins, etc. in the top
storage tray.

A nice little heads up there from Antec.
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Looks good.
Cools well.
Good window design.
Rubber grommets to
absorb PSU vibrations.
Good positioning of Easy
Access Ports.
Handy ‘Tray’.

Cons:
No removable motherboard tray.
Fairly Cramped.
Not very strong side panel (window side).
Lots of screws for assembly/disassembly.

| personally like the design of the case. It's a design that |
haven’'t seen before. The window design is also another
example of an rare design. The entire structure of the case
was very well built, and it had rubber grommets situated
underneath the power supply to absorb any vibrations that
may occur. Also | think it had a great positioning of easy
access points — one of the best positions I've seen in a case.
The tray comes in handy for holding my USB storage
devices, as well as loose change and keys. | took Antecs
advice and didn’t attempt to place a drink there even though
it is probably stable enough to hold one | didn’t want to risk
it!
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Conclusion Continued:

There are a few negatives about this case though. Firstly |
really like a removable motherboard tray as it makes
installation so much easier and stress-free but Antec’s 900
doesn’t have one. This wasn’t too bad | just installed the
motherboard & components first before adding optical
drives/hard drives.

Secondly I'm guessing that it was just the case |
received but the side panel (window side) structure didn’t
appear to be too strong, | was able to ‘move’ the panel about
with very little effort,

Lastly | noticed that there were a lot of screws to
assemble/disassemble the bays — such as installing a hard
drive would result in unscrewing about 8 screws (4 from
each side) to get the bay out. However that is nothing that is
a real downside of the case because you can add 1 either
side of the bay and it will be secure enough.

Overall despite the negatives of this case (some of
which were just me being picky & personal preference) |
would like to give this case 8 out of 10 stars.




