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Introduction:

Today at Ultimate Pc Reviews we are going to be reviewing the
Akasa All-In-One 5.25” bay device. Akasa are well known for making
high quality products, and they have made several devices like the
all-in-one which fit in either 3.25” or 5.25” bays that control fan speed,

display temperatures etc.

Let's take a look at then...
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Packaqing:

The all-in-one comes packaged in a
small glossy box with a picture of the all-
in-one on the front of its packaging also
with a hole in the lower section of the
box showing the all-in-one and on the
rear there are specifications.
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The all-in-one:

The unit itself is very small. It
fits in a 5.25” bay; however it
takes up less than % of the
depth of the bay.

It is equipped with:

-Multi slot card reader.
-Temperature display, with
alarm

-Fan speed RPM reading
-Multiple 1/O port connections
-Thermal control of fan speed

Specifications:
The following specification table was taken from Akasa’s website.
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Panel Specification:

The card reader supports all popular

memory formats. The all-in-one has an

alarm which gets activated when the
temperature goes too high — this alarm

can be set to user’s preferences. The
temperature readings given by the LCD

are taken from the 2 sensors that are

included. This is a very useful feature as

it can notify you of components in your

computer heating up — for instance if

your hard drives

were getting to hot.

Accessories:

Once we had taken out the all-in-one | noticed a bag full of
accessories. In this bag were the following items:

1 x SATA data cable

1 x USB external cable

1 x IEEE 1394 external cable

1 x Mic cable

1 x Audio cable

1 x RCA video cable

1 x PCI backplate

3 x Cable ties

1 x Screws and adhesive set

2 X Fan cables

1 x SATA power adaptor

1 x Power connector

1 x External SATA power cable
1 x IEEE 1394 internal cable

1 x USB internal cable

2 X Temperature sensors

1 x Multi language installation manual
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Installation:
My first impressions of installing after seeing all those accessories
were “this is going to be a nightmare.”

However as always Akasa have included a very detailed
manual — which was also printed in colour making it very easy to spot
what cable was what and | found it extremely useful for the
installation process.

The card reader was functional in Windows XP without needing
to install the drivers from the CD that was included in the packaging. |
noticed when going onto ‘My Computer’ all of the card reader devices
were there — as if they had been plugged in individually. Then of
course | was able to view files easily, format the memory card, and
rename it just as you normally could with a single memory card
reader.

The LCD:

The LCD’s backlight on the all-in-one is blue- my favourite colour! |
personally thing the blue/black contrast is very nice. Of course there
are other colours of the all-in-one to suit every ones preferences! On
the one that | am reviewing the LCD runs with a blue backlight, when
the alarm gets activated the backlight turns red and the alarm noise
begins.

[LCD Blue, Alarm de-activated] [LCD Red, Alarm Activated]
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Conclusion:

Pros:
Multi-functional, really useful.
Complete package, includes a lot
of accessories.
Fan control & monitoring
Good instructions.

Cons:
Not the easiest to install.
LCD hard to see at an angle.
Front made of plastic.

Overall the all-in-one unit made by Akasa is very useful. It makes
using your computer so much easier and eliminates the need for
extra individual card readers which just take up space on your desk, it
great for space saving and its quite amazing how all of the features
that it has can be put into such a small device. Akasa include a lot of
accessories, and a very detailed manual.

However | found that it was quite hard to install the cables
inside the case, for instance if you have a window as a side panel
and you like to keep your cables tidy in your case then you're up for a
bit of a challenge — it can be done it will just take time to route all the
cables around the case. Also the LCD was hard to view from above
(when the computer was on the floor) | found myself having to bend
down in order to view the LCD perfectly. In order to give it a classier
look in a case it would be good for the front to be made from
aluminum.

Overall | would like to give this product 7 out of 10 stars.




